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ALBERT E. GOLDSTEIN, M.D. 

ERNEST L. STEBBINS, M.D. 

Mr. Saul Goldberg, President 
Guild for Infant Survival, Inc. 

6822 Brompton Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21207 

Dear Me. Goldberg: 

I have been privileged to observe the organization and development of the 
Guild for Infant Survival since its founding. I certainly wish to congratulate 
the members on their interest in this important public health problem. 

I have been interested in the problem for the twenty years I have spent in 
medical-legal work, since it is one of the most distressing situations in 
the whole of the medical practice. Our experiences in Maryland indicate 
that approximately 1$ of all deaths fall in this category. This would ~ 
amount to over 10,000 deaths per year in the United States Other juris- 
dictions in the country apparently show a much higher occurrence of sudden 
infant death so that some estimates indicate the problem may involve as 
many as 25,000 deaths per year. Our inability to accurately circumscribe 
the problem is an indication of the inadequacy of our research to date. 

The typical " crib death" or sudden infant death, as we prefer to classify 
them, involves a healthy infant who is either found dead with no history 
of illness or at most there is a history of a minor respiratory infection- 
in the infant or in some member of the infant *s family or contacts. Post- 
mortem examination, using the skills and techniques ordinarily available 
to trained pathologists, usually discloses some minor evidence of disease 
inonerhalf to two-thirds of the cases and nothing at all in the remainder. 

Even in those where evidence of infection is present, the findings are by 
no means adequate to explain the death. Many theories have been offered 
but none stand the test of careful scrutiny. Adequate research to evaluate 
most of them is still wait ing to be done • 

When one considers the tremendous loss to the family and to our country 
resulting from untimely deaths of these infants, it is immediately apparent 
that the problem is of greater magnitude than many of the popular medical 
disease conquests foremost in the public eye today. For example, polio- 
myelitis was never as great a problem at its worst as the sudden infant 
death problem is today. It is my belief that with adequate support from 
private and public health agencies and adequate evidence to stimulate the 
interest of research minded medical men, the secrets of this enigma can be 
bared in the next decade or two. 

I regard the Guild for Infant Survival and organizations similar to it as 
important agencies in stimulating the needed public support in this field. 


Very truly yours, 

/s/ Russell S. Fisher 
Russell S. Fisher, M.D. 

Chief Examiner, State of Maryland 
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